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Abstract
Reference layer of the catchments of sensitive areas 2013 is one of the datasets produced within the frame of the reporting under the Urban waste Water 
treatment Directive. Article 15 of the Urban Waste Water Treatment Directive (UWWTD) (91/271/EEC) obliges Member States to report data on the 
implementation of the Directive upon request from the European Commission bi-annually. Reported data include receiving areas as designated under 
UWWTD, agglomerations, urban waste water treatment plants serving the agglomerations and points of discharges. Receiving area is the area receiving 
discharges of waste water from agglomerations. The UWWTD distinguishes several types of receiving areas depending on its sensitivity to eutprohication: 
normal area, sensitive area, catchment of sensitive area and less sensitive area. Type of receiving area and the size of the agglomeration determine the required
treatment standards for the agglomeration. The current reference layer displays the catchments of sensitive areas as reported by the Member states. 
Information on the type of sensitivity of the catchments of sensitive areas has been newly added into the reference layer in 2013. EU_SA_catchm sensitivity 
type: The layer displays Catchments of sensitive areas distinguished according to the type of sensitivity. Sensitive areas can be designated as sensitive due to 
eutrophication (due to nitrogen, phosphorus, or nitrogen and phosphorus) or due to other reasons (e.g. microbial contamination, or protected areas). 
EU_SA_catchm: The layer displays Catchments of sensitive areas differentiated by article of the UWWTD according to which they were designated. The 
layer distinguishes sensitive areas encompassing the entire territories of Member states as well as catchments of partial sensitive areas. All catchments of 
sensitive areas designates as art.5(1) areas are displayed in green colour, normal areas are displayed in light yellow colour, territories of MS designated as 5(8)
areas are displayed in blue colour. Vector database of the Catchments of sensitive areas was compiled by the national authorities from the spatial data 
submission reported by local authorities in the framework of implementation of Directive 91/271/EEC.
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